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Amendment Dated May 31 . 2006 

Reply to Office Action of December 2, 2005 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Claim rejections under 35 USC §112, first paragraph 

Claims 79 and 81 are rejected over 35 USC §1 12, first paragraph as not 
meeting the written description requirement The rejection states, "This is a new 
matter rejection. v 

Applicants traverse but have amended the claims to expedite prosecution. 
The specification on page 6, lines 11-28, states, "Generally, nucleic acid sequence 
variants of the invention will have at least 50%, 60%, 70%, or 80%, alternatively at 
least 85%, 87% or 90% and alternatively at least 92%, 94%, 96%, 98%, or 99% 
sequence identity to the native nucleotide sequence." The Applicants point out that 
at least 70% includes 71% and 95%. 

Claims 3-1 1 and 79-82 are rejected over 35 USC §112, first paragraph as not 
meeting the written description requirement The Examiner states that the 
specification does not reasonably provide enablement 

Applicants traverse on grounds stated in the response dated October 12, 
2005. Applicants have added new claims 83 and 84. 
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Applicants respectfully request reconsideration. Applicants have cancelled 
Claims 12-78. Applicants have amended Claims 79-82. New claims 83 and 84 
have been added. In view of the above comments and amendments, withdrawal of 
the outstanding rejections and allowance of the claims is respectfully requested. 
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CONCLUSION 



Respectfully submitted, 




Kim M. Hagemann 
Agent for Applicant(s) 
Registration No. 52,982 
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